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fif Itis arare person who comes along and raises

the standards of excellence, who captures
the heart of many, and who inspires agroup
of individuals to achieve the impossible. ¥
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keep perspective, and he credits
them for making the balance easier
to sustain.

A Legacy of Teamwork and
Mentorship

Looking back on his career, Russ
takes pride in every big and small
difference he made to others' lives.
He is especially grateful to the
attorneys and paralegals that work
alongside him every day. “We have
a fabulous team that have the same
fight and compassion as me and it
has been immensely gratifying for
me to observe the development of
our long- term firm members.

Our amazing group has made me
shine time and again as they fight
for our clients.'

“It is a rare person who comes
along and raises the standards of
excellence, who captures the
heart of many, and who inspires a
group of individuals to achieve
the impossible." His leadership
has built a client-centric culture
where excellence is not just the
name of the game, but a shared
journey for all.

Adyvice for the Next Generation

To aspiring attorneys who want to
make a lasting impact in personal
injury and medical malpractice law,
Russ' advice is multifaceted. Being
enthusiastic about this field of law
is crucial, as this industry leader is
well aware. He explains, "you will
be spending the next 40 years of
your life doing this type of work,
and the journey is much more
rewarding and fun if you are
enjoying what you are doing."

For those drawn to law only for
financial gain, he suggests pursuing
finance or entrepreneurship instead.
His reasoning is straightforward.
Law is a demanding field, and
clients deserve an attorney who
genuinely cares and is prepared to
fight for them.

His counsel is candid and timeless,
motivating these budding attorneys
to choose passion over profit, care
over calculation.

Access to Justice for All

If Russ had the chance to turn the
tide in the legal industry concerning
medical malpractice cases, what
would he set his sights on? In
response, he says it would be
opening the doors to the court
system for clients, even if their
cases aren't worth millions of
dollars.

In Connecticut, the reality is
different. The cost of pursuing a
malpractice claim is often too high
unless the potential damages are
significant enough to justify years
of litigation. Every case requires an
expert, and in most cases, multiple
experts. However, their fees alone
can be prohibitive, even for their
opinions and testimony on behalf of
their clients.

At Berkowitz Hanna, Russ and his
team review 25 to 35 malpractice
cases every week. Some of them
have clear merit yet never move
forward because the cost of
bringing the case outweighs the
value of the case. "I wish there
was a vehicle in Connecticut for
those injured parties to be heard
and receive compensation for
their injuries," Russ adds with a
sigh. For him, the fight is not just
about winning large verdicts, but
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ensuring justice is within reach for
all.

Russ' career path serves as a perfect
model for today's C-suite and V-
suite leaders. It shines a light on the
importance of building trust by
delivering results that speak
volumes, nurturing a high-
performance culture that stands the
test of time, and tying professional
success to a greater calling. His
insight and integrity leave a mark
on both the lives of his clients and
the next generation of advocates.
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