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Arizona’s increase of about 500 births, about half the number of the previous year’sArizona’s increase of about 500 births, about half the number of the previous year’s
increase, may already be turning into a small decrease in early 2023, Stateincrease, may already be turning into a small decrease in early 2023, State
Demographer Jim Chang said.Demographer Jim Chang said.
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A doctor used a vacuum 15 timesA doctor used a vacuum 15 times
to try to deliver a CT baby. Itto try to deliver a CT baby. It
ended in death, family claimsended in death, family claims
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The family of a baby who died after an obstetrician tried to extract him with aThe family of a baby who died after an obstetrician tried to extract him with a

vacuum 15 times has sued the doctor, hospital and the medical group.vacuum 15 times has sued the doctor, hospital and the medical group.

The lawsuit, which includes The lawsuit, which includes Greenwich HospitalGreenwich Hospital and Westchester Medical Group, and Westchester Medical Group,

now known as now known as Summit HealthSummit Health, , alleges the baby, Alexander M. Diaz, died Feb. 18 ofalleges the baby, Alexander M. Diaz, died Feb. 18 of

hemorrhagic hypovolemic shock caused by a massive hemorrhagic hypovolemic shock caused by a massive subgaleal hematomasubgaleal hematoma, which, which

the parents claim was the result of Dr. Jay Matut’s continual use of the vacuum.the parents claim was the result of Dr. Jay Matut’s continual use of the vacuum.

A subgaleal hematoma is bleeding that occurs between the periosteum surroundingA subgaleal hematoma is bleeding that occurs between the periosteum surrounding

the brain and the scalp.the brain and the scalp.

The lawsuit was filed by Alexander’s parents, Danielle Mackenzie and Fabrice Diaz,The lawsuit was filed by Alexander’s parents, Danielle Mackenzie and Fabrice Diaz,

in Superior Court in Bridgeport.in Superior Court in Bridgeport.

According to the complaint, Mackenzie arrived at Greenwich Hospital, part of YaleAccording to the complaint, Mackenzie arrived at Greenwich Hospital, part of Yale

New Haven Health, on Feb. 17 when she was 40 weeks and three days pregnantNew Haven Health, on Feb. 17 when she was 40 weeks and three days pregnant

after “a normal and healthy prenatal period.”after “a normal and healthy prenatal period.”

After an hour and 40 minutes of pushing, Matut decided on a vacuum-assistedAfter an hour and 40 minutes of pushing, Matut decided on a vacuum-assisted

delivery, according to the suit, and applied and released the vacuum 12 times withdelivery, according to the suit, and applied and released the vacuum 12 times with

two pop-offs.two pop-offs.

Mackenzie was then told to push again and, after 36 minutes of pushing, MatutMackenzie was then told to push again and, after 36 minutes of pushing, Matut

reapplied the vacuum three times before cutting an episiotomy, the suit states.reapplied the vacuum three times before cutting an episiotomy, the suit states.

Alexander was delivered at 10:58 p.m. Feb. 17.Alexander was delivered at 10:58 p.m. Feb. 17.
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The suit claims that upon birth Alexander “had no cry, poor color, poor tone, poorThe suit claims that upon birth Alexander “had no cry, poor color, poor tone, poor

Apgar scores, was limp, and was bradycardic (abnormal). In addition, it was notedApgar scores, was limp, and was bradycardic (abnormal). In addition, it was noted

that Alexander had swelling of his head consistent with a subgaleal hemorrhage.”that Alexander had swelling of his head consistent with a subgaleal hemorrhage.”

The baby was brought to the neonatal intensive care unit in critical condition, whereThe baby was brought to the neonatal intensive care unit in critical condition, where

he was intubated, the suit states. At 4:45 a.m. Feb. 18, he was transferred byhe was intubated, the suit states. At 4:45 a.m. Feb. 18, he was transferred by

ambulance to Yale New Haven Hospital, where he was pronounced dead at 10:58ambulance to Yale New Haven Hospital, where he was pronounced dead at 10:58

p.m., it states.p.m., it states.

The suit claims negligence, negligent infliction of emotional distress and recklessnessThe suit claims negligence, negligent infliction of emotional distress and recklessness

by Greenwich Hospital, Yale New Haven Health, Summit Health and Matut forby Greenwich Hospital, Yale New Haven Health, Summit Health and Matut for

inappropriately using the vacuum, failing to abandon the device, using it for moreinappropriately using the vacuum, failing to abandon the device, using it for more

than 15 minutes, failing to note the lack of fetal descent, failing to recommend athan 15 minutes, failing to note the lack of fetal descent, failing to recommend a

cesarean section and ignoring the mother’s request for a c-section, among othercesarean section and ignoring the mother’s request for a c-section, among other

things.things.

A spokeswoman issued a statement saying, “Greenwich Hospital is aware of thisA spokeswoman issued a statement saying, “Greenwich Hospital is aware of this

lawsuit and is committed to providing the safest and highest quality of care possible.lawsuit and is committed to providing the safest and highest quality of care possible.

While we are unable to comment on pending litigation, we have offered our deepestWhile we are unable to comment on pending litigation, we have offered our deepest

condolences to the family.”condolences to the family.”

Mackenzie and Diaz are represented by Jennifer Amdur of Mackenzie and Diaz are represented by Jennifer Amdur of Berkowitz & HannaBerkowitz & Hanna of of

Shelton.Shelton.

Ed Stannard can be reached at Ed Stannard can be reached at estannard@courant.comestannard@courant.com..

Five Things You Need To Know: Five Things You Need To Know: Sign up now for the latest coverage inSign up now for the latest coverage in

Connecticut each morning.Connecticut each morning.
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